The primary care physician and thrombolytic therapy for acute myocardial infarction: comparison of intravenous streptokinase in community hospitals and the tertiary referral center.
From September 1982 through December 1987, 1012 patients were treated with intravenous streptokinase within 6 hours of acute myocardial infarction. Most of them (816/1012, 81 percent) were treated in community hospitals by primary care physicians. The remaining 196 (19 percent) were treated in the referral center, usually by a cardiologist. Cardiac catheterization within 2 days showed an open infarct artery in 87 percent of the community hospital and 83 percent of the referral center patients (P = NS). Predischarge ejection fraction was similar for community hospital and referral center patients (49 percent +/- 14 percent versus 51 percent +/- 14 percent, respectively), and there was a similar rate of bleeding complications (10 percent versus 13 percent, respectively). We conclude that primary physicians can use intravenous streptokinase effectively and safely in the treatment of patients in community hospitals.